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for it would be more mysterious if there were no secret
help in spiritual comradeship) helped me at more than
one juncture in my life. ...

Most sincerely,

FIONA MACLEOD.

Dr. Goodchild replied:

BOEDIGHEEA,

Nov. 29, 1900.

MY DEAB Miss MACLEOD,

I left one or two of your questions unanswered in my
last I am no Celtic scholar. It was your ' Prayer of the
^Women' which suggested to me first how far you might
feel for your sisters, and how far you might journey to
find succour. ...

A woman who gazes into Columba's Well and sees
liow the bubbles burst on its surface, needs all her own
"wisdom lest she be dizzy, and a hand held out from the
opposite side the spring may help her to gaze more
steadily. Midhir, I believe to be the same as the oriental
Mifherd, the Eecipient of Light, and its translator in
the Midhc-Myth, A voice from the " Otherworld " as you
say, but the wearer of the Miter, speaking not from the
Underworld, but the Upperwoxld. i.e. He is a High Priest
speaking in the full light of the Sun.

Etain is difficult, and my own ideas by no means formu-
lated. I merely suggest that ere your Etain was born,
laer name typified the strong hope of the singer, his im-
anortality, his knowledge that the Sun not merely creates
Ibut re-creates in renewed beauty.

If you remember Cairbre, the son of Etain, you may
also remember those other Ethainn who sung before the
-Ark in a far country. The Father is put on one side for
the Mother, by the singer, the Mother for the Bride.
Even Milton, puritan though he was, must invoke a
^voman to the aid of " adventurous song " and is careful
not to change the sex when in the Muse of Sinni and Silva
is seen the Spirit of the Creator.

As regards Dalua, I know nothing of him by name ex-
cept what you yourself have written. Is there any con-

agic of Mother-
